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many of the party had to return t ive theatres for the evening shows.
Knight worked at the State a little later.

KNIGHT BARNETT - ORGANIST by Kevin gop

B t was born in the Sydney suburb of Rosevilje
J. Knight Barnett was born i

ated at Sydney Church of England Grammar School andg by the agipout 19y
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for rfﬂfhﬁﬁﬁTinuul 2BL (which was opearting from a studio in }}}11111) Street,sy Uncg,

[t was with 2BL that he became known on the air waves as 'Uncle Peter'_ “eyx

programme from the Prince Fdward theatre states: 1931
"... Uncle Peter...who fulfilled the combined functions of Examiney in
English,Arbiter of Artistic Taste,Broadcasting CriFiC and Oracle of

His marvellous versatility enabled him to take various parts ip brog Sdoy
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ing work and he has strummed for the Broadcasters trio, acted ag Ao
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[t was also on 2BL that he conducted one of the first studio b

George Gershwin's Rhapsody in Blue with the 2B, Light Orchestra of spec
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aStS of
ed musicians.

la].].y SeleCt

-~

With the arrival on the Sydney cinema scene of the Prince Edward and it
zer in 1924, Knight Barnett set about learning as much as he could about the theat,
organ. He was fortunate in that two noted American organists assisted hjp - ﬁmg
Scholl and Joseph Wayne. In May 1929, Knight became assistant organist at Shhmyg
Capitol Theatre. While the Roseville Musical Society lost its Musical Directq,
the Capitol Theatre gained a promising young organist. (Tt is interesting to mné
that Idwal Jenkins took over from Knight with the Roseville Society.)

In the Capitol News of June, 1929, Fred Scholl wrote of Knight;

organist. His keen sense of tone,colouring,rhythm and good t

won him a featured position on the programme of the intermediate
His rise has been phenomenal."

asSte R has

SW State Conservatorium Orchestra, Dulcie Blair,
was married to Knight in December,1929. The wedding party comprised members of

the Capitol Theatre's administration and orchestra. State Theatre organist, Price
Dunlevy, was Knight's best man, unfortunately, the festivities stopped short when
0 their respect
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[n June }”31 oifgrspfrgm J:ﬁ.Wiltiamqon's Auckland Regent Theatre and Sir Ben-
.q Fuller S 'P”edln Jmplre-Fheatre proved too attractive for Knight who sailed
'1and‘of tne %0n8 Whlt? cloud’. Knight returned in December of that year
o join ALt Hciﬁﬂt Slgeitign 5ubur?s Cinemas circuit. He opened at the Palatial
eatre Rurwoqh on i | ebruary,1934 and stayed with the circuit until 1941,
ith the exception of a brief guest appearance at the Kogarah Victory in 1936.

nuring his t%me with W.S.C. he appeared at the Parramatta Roxy, the Auburn
civic, the Hurtsville Savoy and the Strathfield Cinema.

sccording to Ronald Roberts of the Australian Music Maker and Dance Band News
| November 1938 (p .54):

"Knight Rarnet.t and. I amused ourselves with a few figures the other
day. Mathematical figures, I mean. We worked out that in his six months
season at Parramatta he will have travelled 13,200 miles to play just

under 100 hours. He spends four hours per day in the train. Who wants
to be an organist?"

From the same magazine by the same author, dated 1 March 1939 (p.55) reporting
on the best show of the month:

"The best of the month goes to J.Knight Barnett, who sent his girlfriend,
"Annie Laurie', round the world just once more. Of all novelties, this
one is probably the best, and Rarnett's capable showmanship is a sheer
delight. His showmanship is one that commands respect, because it is
backed up by a sound musical knowledge and ability. It is not used
as a shield to hide defects - a common enough device — but a medium
for the exploitation of his talents.”

While Knight was on the W.S.C. circuit, he was also broadcasting regularly
from various theatres in the mid-1930's on radio 2CH. One such show, Masters of
the Organ, which included other W.S.C. organists, Paul Cullen,James Williams,Denis
Palmistra and Norman Robins, commenced on Monday, 31st October, 1938. Unfortunately,
the broadcasts wern't recorded and broadcasting of the show ceased in mid-1939.

i i i ' i A.I.F. in 1941 returning to the
Withe coming of war, Knight enlisted in the i

W.S.C. circuit :%n 1946 after demobilisation, going to the Civic Theatre fat Auburn.
(by this time, W.S.C. had become part of Hoyts Theatrgs Ptd.) It was while he was
here that he dade his first commercial recordings, consisting of medleys by Austral-

ian composers.

i .1 March,1947 and remained there until
e c he Savoy, Hurstville 1in : .
April, I{gzgm‘f}?entothz organ {nterludes were confined to Saturday nights. On 2nd

i st at the Hoyts Regent Theatre,
Au ‘ ointed resident organis < Tsakie
Adggzgéelgég’h:fggsﬁi;ﬁE;siigon until 1967 when Fhe Eh?aﬁiergiirZﬁ?S?iﬁ:egaught the
remodelled and the organ removed. Following this, fnis

i in South Australia.
organ and was patron of the Theatre Organ Society 1f
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g : also bes : emarkable associatiog :
His arrival in Adelaide also began a T n wit

h Ale

: uni -upted 1332 weekly ‘ ~C
Melodyland programme which made an »H]Hltfrfuitt -t Pfoadcdgt% N Ry
ARC. As welll, Knight hroadcasted each week on ti a3 1heatre Organ Pzerff
Sentimental Journey for a number of years. ‘Ub3:
'So deep is the Night', based on a melody by Chopin, was K”ight's .
So de , o _ o : i
tune for many vears until he moved to .'\tl(‘l.u(l‘o, where he changed it to '%egnatun
in the Rain'. Knight had two records issued from tapes made while he waslfe%n
: he Ra ; g 8 plalt
in Adelaide. My,
He passed away in February, 1984, in his eightieth year. His wife,Duhje
lowed him on 22nd June, 1989. ' Loy,
The saddest part of this story is that, while so many people hearq Knigh
: - . : ) 3 - ",
action," nothing remains of his work in the 1920/1940 period the tipe wht'm

was, most probably, at his peak, and playing on a wide variety of iNStrumentS n hy
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Australasian Cinema — 9.3.1984

Australian Music Maker - various issues — 1938 to 1940
Broadcasting Business - 10.11.1938

CapitolNews - June 1929

Knight of the Theatre 0Organ, by J.Gardiner

Notes of Interview with Knight Barnett by F.FEllis

Prince Edward Theatre Programmes - 20.5.1931 % 7.10.1931
Roseville Musical Society Programme "The Geisha' 1928/29
Theatre Organ Memories (Record Sleeve) C.Johns

Wireless Weekly — various issues (1930's)

KNIGHT BARNETT. Theatre organ solos Sydney,November 21,19

CT 2358  Selection of May Brahe songs - Part 1 Regal Zonophone & 2507
(Listen Mary/Bless this house/Spring is on the way)
CT 2360 Selection of May Brahe songs - Part 2
(Close thine eyes/Evening shadows/Keep thou my heart)
CT 2361 Selection of Alfred Hill songs Regal Zonophone G 2508
(Pro Patria Australia/A Maori lullaby/Waiata poi)
CT 2362 Selection of Emmett Adams songs
(Life's great sunset/God send you back to me/The Bells of St.Marys)
CT 2363 Selection of Henry Krips songs Regal Zonophone G 25081
(Shall I be weary/One song is in my heart)
CT 2364 Selection of Fred Whaite songs
(WWhere the mountains go down to the sea/I'm dreaming again of
Castles in Spain)

Adelaide, late 1960's
Hello Dolly Camden CAMS 181
I believe
All the things you are
Real live girl
Impossible dream
Climb every mountain
Consider yourself/As long as he needs me
June is busting out all over/If I loved you
Smoke gets in your eyes
The lady is a tramp
Exodus
Love is here to stay
Lover
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KNIGHT BARNETT AT THE CONSOLE

I A s
formation on the second Long Play record is requested from any reader who may have the record

THE PHONO RECORD _ April 1927

the popular Australian comedian contributes to the Vocalion list
amusing song of his own, entitled,

one of the items being a very
\helan's usual style. (Vocalion X 9970 - £d.)

-The record which Albert Whelan,
:hls .mnth is of unusual interest,
So will I," and entirely new departure from Mr.
1 Evidently he thinks it might be a porth uhile idea to show that a British artist can quite easily
sing delicate comedy songs without shouting the wordse Uhelan out-uhispering the

uhisperers! The result is delightfully amusinge

Here, then, is Mr.

at the recent Rayal command

es the King and Queen
as usual, intense-

their Majesti
15 plectrical processs are,

M. Albert Whelan appeared before
the Marconi Company

Fl’el‘formance, and these first records by
Yy realistic,

et e




